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3. K Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(a)-(d) or (0- 
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1. ^ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 
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International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
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(a) □ including changes required by the Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review ( PTO-948) attached 
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Paper No./Mail Date . 
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DETAILED ACTION 

Acknowledgment 

1 . This Office Action is responsive to the Remarks/Amendment filed on 1 1/14/2005. 

Response to Remarks/Amendment 

2. Applicant's amendment/remarks filed 1 1/14/2005, have been fially considered and as a 
result claims 1-9, 11-17 and 19-20 are now indicated allowable. 

Reason for Allowance 

3. Claims 1-9, 11-17 and 19-20 allowed. 

4. The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: 

With reference to claims 1, 13, 14 and 20, the prior art of record in combination with 
other claimed limitations, neither teaches nor renders obvious a synchronization operation in a 
communication network comprising: 

Defining a node common frame synchronization signal based upon one or more of said input 
frame synchronization signals wherein said output frame synchronization signal is synchronized 
in relation to said at least one of the input frame synchronization signal in such a wav that: 
a) said output frame synchronization signal is permitted to show an arbitrary phase difference in 
relation to said at least one of said input frame synchronization signal: 
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b) said output frame synchronization signal is permitted to show an acceptable phase jitter in 
relation to said at least one of said input frame synchronization signals: and 

c) said output frame synchronization signal is not permitted to show any persistent phase drift in 
relation to said at least one of said input frame synchronization signal. 

Such limitations, as recited in independent claims 1, 13, 14 and 20, are neither anticipated nor 
rendered obvious by the prior art of record. 

Claims 2-9, 11-12, 15-17 and 19, are allowed by virtue of their dependency to claims 
highlighted above. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later than the 
payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably accompany the issue 
fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on Statement of Reasons for 
Allowance." 

Contact Information 

5. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Qutub Ghulamali whose telephone number is (571) 272-3014. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday from 8:00AM - 5:00PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Jay Patel can be reached on (571) 272-2988. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent Application 
Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications may be obtained 
from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished applications is available 
through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair- 
direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



QG. 

December 1, 2005. 




